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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-43 remain pending in the current application and have been examined. 
Claims 1-3, 5-9, 18, 28, 30-32, 36, 37, 40 and 41 have been amended. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, filed 05/30/2006, with respect to independent claims 1,18 
and 36 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejection of claims 1-43 
have been withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-43 are allowed. 

The following is an Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance: 
The present invention relates to detecting an error while attempting to field 
program a primary block of a field-programmable memory array and in particular a 
three-dimensional memory array of vertically-stacked field-programmable memory cells. 

The claimed invention as set forth in independent claims 1,18 and 36 recites 
features such as: a field-programmable memory array with a primary and redundant 
block of cells. While attempting to write during field programming the memory array, an 
error is detected and, in response to the detection, field programming a flag in the bad 
memory cell and field programming a corresponding redundant cell instead. 
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The prior arts of record teach a three-dimensional memory array of vertically- 
stacked field-programmable memory cells which are field programmed in order to field 
repair the memory array. The prior arts of record also teach leftover or redundant cells 
which are used to field program a license number, which is later checked by a license 
checker or validator. The error detection method in the prior arts of record is a write- 
read-compare approach; Bailis et al. (US-6545501), Lien et al. (US-6446242) and 
Johnson et al. (US006034882) are examples of such prior arts. 

The prior arts of record, however, fail to teach, singly or in combination, the step 
of while attempting to write during field programming the memory array, an error is 
detected. This is more of a sensing-while-programming approach. As such, modification 
of the prior art of record to include the claimed step of while attempting to write during 
field programming the memory array, an error is detected can only be motivated by 
hindsight reasoning, or by changing the intended use and function of the prior art 
themselves. Therefore, it is not clear that one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention would have made the necessary modifications to the prior art of record to 
encompass the step of while attempting to write during field programming the memory 
array, an error is detected set forth in the present application. Moreover, none of the 
prior arts of record, taken either alone or in combination, anticipate nor render obvious 
the step of while attempting to write during field programming the memory array, an 
error is detected as set forth in independent claims 1, 18 and 36. Hence, claims 1-43 
are allowable over the prior arts of record. 
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The Examiner agrees with the Applicants arguments with regard to this feature 
in view of the arts of record; therefore, the Examiner favors the allowance of claims 1- 
43. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than 
the payment of the Issue Fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the Issue Fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John J. Tabone, Jr. whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3827. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner*s 
supervisor, Albert DeCady can be reached on (571) 272-3819. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 
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